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This Management Bulletin provides information regarding Family Subsistence Supplemental 
Allowances (FSSA) for U.S. Military Families.  Effective June 1, 2001, the FSSA will pay certain 
low-income families of the U.S. Armed Forces up to $500 per month so they will not have to rely 
on food stamps.  

However, there is no legislative authority for excluding FSSA payments from consideration as 
income in Child Nutrition Programs (CNP).  Therefore, to determine eligibility in all CNP, 
sponsoring agencies must count FSSA payments as earned income to the household.  

Some military families receiving FSSA payments may remain income-eligible for free or reduced-
price meal benefits.  Also, military families who receive food stamp benefits and FSSA payments 
remain categorically eligible for free meals in the CNP as food stamp recipients.  
 
If you have any questions, contact Shirley Rhodes, Program Analyst, Nutrition Programs, 
Education, and Training Unit at (916) 323-8521, (800) 952-5609, or srhodes@cde.ca.gov. 
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